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ENGLISH SYNOPSIS OF THE JAPANESE 
PATENT APPLICATION LAID-OPEN NO. 58-1 32081 



The invention relates to a method of thermally 
decomposing hydrocarbon, and more particularly to an 
improvement of a residence time of the hydrocarbon in a 
thermally decomposing tube by its specific construction. 

The thermally decomposing tube is formed- to 
have an average inner diameter within 15-45 mm and a 
plurality of fins spirally elongated in the axial 
direction of the tube. The number of ribs is preferably 5 
to 10, and angle of inclination is preferably 5° to 20°. 

With this arrangement, the residence time of 
the hydrocarbon flowing in the tube is maintained at 150 
mm/sec. or less, so that the adhering of coke to the 
inner wall surface of the tube can be reduced. 
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